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National Demo called for 20" April

General committee of CICC is calling
for a day of national demonstration
for 20th April. This will be a joint action
with other Ethnic Catering communities

Following our successful 1000 people Rally on 3¢
March in London many of you had called us and
demanded more actions against the victimisation of
our community by the Government.

BIA raids are continuing throughout the country
attacking Chinese and other ethnic minority
catering outlets. CICC supporters are saying,
OEnough is enoughO. It is time to act against these
pointless raids that do nothing to solve the issue of
unauthorised migrant workers, or skill shortages.
BIA does not care where these so called QillegalsO

would go after the raids as long as it does not have
to look after them. In some cases employers are
told by BIA to keep housing and feeding them, but
must not allow them to work. So as well as being
immigration officers some Chinese employers are
asked to be detention centres.

We must fight these absurd policies. Our
demonstration will tell the Government B DonOt
harass us. DonOt criminalise us. Talk to usand help
us to find a solution. We are calling everyone in our
community and in other minority communities to
join us in our demonstration in London. See our

web site Www.ciccuk.org for details.

We must unite and oppose these government
policies.
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MAC Saw It For Real in China Town

Migration Advisory Committee (MAC)
visited LondonOs China Town on 1%
March.

The visit, organised by CICC, was a
fact-finding trip for the advisors whose
job it is to decide which occupation will
be included in their annual Skilled
Occupation List (SOL). Home Office will
only grant work permits to occupations
that appear on the SOL list.

In our research CICC discovered there is a
lack of reliable information on Chinese
catering occupations. BIA does not regard
Chinese restaurant chefs or take-away cooks
as skilled workers. This non-recognition is a
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main obstacle that would stop Chinese
catering businesses from recruiting much
needed skilled workers from our traditional
source from outside the EU.

During their visit MAC met over 30
restaurants and takeaways owners. It heard
from them about skill shortage problems their
businesses are experiencing.

We had good response from you to our
questionnaires. We now have a good set of
evidence for MAC. Our researchers are
preparing the final report, which will be
submitted to MAC in the middle of April. We
shall continue to press your case with MAC
and with the Minister in the coming months.
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February and March was a busy time E

Remember you were there - 3" March 2008 -
at our rally at Friends House London. For
many of you it was a first time to be at such an
event. For the British Chinese community as a
whole it was certainly a first.

Many of you have contacted us after the events to
ask for more action. Some of you have volunteered
to help us.

As you can see on the front page CICC in
conjunction with other Asian communities and
catering businesses are calling for a Day of Action.
This will be an opportunity for all of you out there to
help with our campaign.

Here is a summary of what CICC had been doing
in the last 6 weeks.

Over the last few weeks we have been collecting
evidence on your behalf, and meeting officials from
Migration Advisory Committee (MAC) in LondonOs
China Town. We have worked with many employers
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to register with Job Centre Plus to see if current
labour shortage can be met by local labour source.

We twice met with the Immigration Minister, Liam
Byrne MP. We told him clearly the problems our
community is facing as a direct result of his
government policies. We told the Minister that the
BIA raids must stop.

We have put up an e-petition on the Prime Minister
website which we hope everyone will sign and ask
others to support.

We also met with Greater London Assembly
officials. They recognise the importance of a strong
Chinese business community in London.

We met with BIA officials to discuss some of the
issues that are affecting you, and put forward our
proposals for a solution.

You can read about some of these and other work
we do on our web site www.ciccuk.org
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PHONE:
02077665270

FAX:

E-MAIL:
post@ciccuk.org

WeOre on the Web!

See us at:
www.ciccuk.org

Future events

15™ April
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CICC hosts special talks on Legal Schemes

CICC has received many calls in past
months a bout legal schemes that are
being offered to Chinese employers and
workers.

Many people in our community have paid
large sum to join these schemes. These
expensive schemes claim to give employers
legal protections and help undocumented
workers to bypass work permit problems.

In the last few weeks CICC members have
reported to us problems they are experiencing with
these schemes. We are concerned that our
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What the Minister said

Immigration Minister, Liam Byrne, has twice met
with representatives from the Chinese community
in March. In the meeting at Parliament, CICC
representative asked the Minister directly to stop
the BIA raids as they do not resolve matters. The
Minister responded by saying that these are part of
a continuing government attempt to clear up illegal
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community could be open to accusations from the
authority, which can damage the Chinese
communityOs god name.

To clarify matters for our community CICC has
invited a leading immigration lawyer, Ms Christa
Fielden of 6 Kings Bench Walk Chamber, to give
the first of a series of talks on the legality and
potential problems of these schemes.

The first talk, free to our members, will be held at
China City at Oriental City 399 Edgware Road,
London NW 9. This talk will start at 2 pm on
Tuesday 15" April. An entry fee of £50 will be
charged for non-members. This will be refunded for
anvone who wishes to ioin CICC on the dav.
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immigrants. At another meeting the Minister
endorses the view that MAC needs to have a
proper look at the issue of skill in Chinese kitchens.
He said that O may be if | speak Cantonese this
should be considered as a skillO He will be
publishing a OBlue PrintO in May when we shall hav
another chance to put our view forward.

OEEA schemes O Talk China City, Oriental City 399 Edgware Rd London NW9
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National Day of Action B A Joint event with other ethnic catering communities
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CICC submit report to MAC
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Immigration Minister publish OBlue PrintO on Tier 2 requirement
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Government consultation on OPath to CitizenshipO ends



